Stop Deporting Kurdish Asylum Seekers immediately

We don’t want to be deported.

Demonstrations against deportations 9 - 10 February 2007

After a number of Kurdish asylum seekers were arrested in the UK cities of Birmingham, Manchester, Hull, Doncaster and Dover while they were reporting to the police station, the International Federation of Iraqi Refugees (IFIR) and Coalition to Stop deportations to Iraq (CSDIraq) held protests against the policy of forcible returns. Activists of the federation from Manchester, Leicester, Liverpool, Peterborough, Nottingham, London, Coventry, Stoke On Trent, Doncaster and Birmingham called demonstrations in different cities, supported by Human Rights campaigners, MPs who support Refugee Rights,   and other progressive people in the UK.  
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The slogans for all the demonstrations during the campaigning were:

Stop Deportation flights to Kurdistan

Hands off Kurdish asylum seekers

Kurdish asylum seekers are victims of war 

Iraq is unsafe, Kurdistan is unsafe, full rights for Iraqi Kurdish asylum seekers

Stop Deportations – Stop Detentions

Stop Deporting Kurdish asylum seekers immediately 

Forcible return is a violation of Human Rights Legislation

Kurdish Asylum Seekers say no to Deportations

In Manchester on Friday 9 February
The FIR (Federation of Iraqi Refugees) organised a demonstration in front of Dallas Court.  Burhan Fatah on behalf of the FIR in Manchester gave a speech against the policy of deportations and the current situation in Iraqi Kurdistan.

Leicester Saturday 10 February
In Leicester 400 asylum seekers marched with FIR through the city centre.  The demonstration was supported by Leicester Social Forum, Leicester Civil Rights movement, CPGB, Socialist Party, Workers Power.  Aram Hamasaid, the representative of FIR in Leicester spoke as did Jasmin Gafour representing FIR Nottingham. Both spoke about the current situation in Iraq and Kurdistan, especially about the violation of human rights, civil war and the occupation.  They concluded by thanking all those who supported the demonstration and talked about the importance of solidarity and working together against the policy of deportation.  The local media were also present.

London Saturday 10 February
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No Borders organised a demonstration outside Colnbrooke detention centre. IFIR and the CSDIraq took part along with different refugee and human rights organisations in the demonstration against detention, the policy of deportation, and demands for refugee rights. A number of demonstrators played musical instruments including drums and whistles.  
The slogans were:

International solidarity against borders, Closing down detention centres, Against deportations to Iraq and Afghanistan.
No Borders No Nations Stop Deportation

Dashty Jamal made a speech about his recent visit to Iraq and the political situation there and the dangers of forced deportations.

The following radio stations interviewed Dashty Jamal, Saman Serden and Sherzad jalal about the deportations: Hawpshty, Shbang, and Naw.
John Mcdonnell MP also supported and spoke at the demonstration and promised IFIR to write a letter to the Home Office regarding the forced deportations to Kurdistan .
The IFIR will continue campaigning against deportations.
